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Welcome to San Francisco Peace and Hope, a literary journal devoted to poetry and visual art.
Volume 4 features Kit Kennedy's 2014 conversation with celebrated artist Jeannie Motherwell.

© Jeannie Motherwell, Tide No. 2, Acrylic on board

A TWO-STEP FOREWORD—with CADENZA and CODA
By Al Young, California's former poet laureate
1/
“Nearly as many American troops at home and abroad have committed suicide this year as
have been killed in combat in Afghanistan. Alarmed at the growing rate of soldiers taking their
own lives, the Army has begun investigating its mental health and suicide prevention
programs.” Way back in June of 2010, NPR, which no longer stands for National Public Radio,
reported this. “Now,” the NPR report continues, “Drs. Margaret C. Harrell and Nancy Berglass
tell us in their Center for a New American Security report: ‘America is losing its battle against
suicide by veterans and service members.’” In other words, every 80 minutes an active or
returning U.S. Iraq-Afghanistan war vet attempts suicide. Baffled, the military hides this
tragedy, just as our hush-moneyed officials try to hide or suppress every inconvenient truth,
discovery, disclosure, or fact that gets in the way of profit.
“If it weren’t for the life I’ve led,” the much neglected, one-armed 20th century poetnovelist-essayist and prankster Blaise Cendrars confides, “I would have committed suicide.”
To take a life or lead a life? The question haunts me still. Personally, I can’t one day talk about
God, spirituality, freedom, democracy or brotherhood or sisterhood, then brag tomorrow
about taking somebody out. Our country does this proudly. Brazenly. Hurtfully. At a time
when incivility, rudeness, brutal cruelty, sadism, thanklessness, insult, injury, humiliation,
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